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Mississippi Leading Law Firms

WATKINS & EAGER PLLC
THE FIRM

Managing Member: Paul H Stephenson III
Senior Member: William F Goodman Jr

Number of members: 52
Number of other lawyers: 27

FIRM OVERVIEW: Watkins & Eager PLLC is a full-service,
diversified law firm whose distinguished history began in 1895
when William Hamilton Watkins became the 20th lawyer at the
Jackson Bar.  The influential career of Will Watkins spanned 64
years during which argued over 20 cases before the Supreme Court
of the United States. Pat H Eager Jr joined Will Watkins in 1916
and was premier trial lawyer until his death in 1960. Pat Eager
served as President of the International Association of Defense
Counsel (1943-44) and was Mississippi's initial invitee into the
American College of Trial Lawyers. Will Watkins' grandson,
William F Goodman Jr, the firm's Senior Member, and Charles
Clark, a retired Chief Judge of the Unites States Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit, are two of only a few Mississippi lawyers who
are members of both the American College of Trial Lawyers and
the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers. Five other members
are also Fellows in the America College of Trial Lawyers. Others
are Fellows in the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel
and in the American College of Employment Lawyers. The firm
encompasses an extensive real estate, banking, corporate and
business practice in addition to its broad trial and appellate practice.
Watkins & Eager has inherited a century's legacy of excellence and
strives every day to merit its reputation for results and
professionalism.

MAIN AREAS OF PRACTICE:
Commercial & Business Litigation: The firm is fully engaged
in all aspects of contract and business litigation and arbitration,
including a large variety of commercial controversies and business
tort disputes, as well as antitrust, lender liability, consumer fraud
and securities litigation. Several members of the firm serve as
arbitrators and mediators of various business disputes.
Tort/Mass Tort Litigation: Firm lawyers defend tort claims of
all types. A substantial part of the firm's tort practice is the defense
of product liability actions, representing a number of manufacturers
of aircraft, automotive products, chemical, farm implements,
firearms, heavy equipment, tires, tools, medical devices, and
pharmaceuticals throughout the state and beyond its borders. As
defense attorneys, the firm's lawyers assume leadership roles on a
local, regional and national basis in mass tort litigation of matters
such as pharmaceutical products, chemical exposure, asbestos, and
welding. The defense of professional malpractice claims against
doctors, dentists, lawyers, architects, engineers and accountants is
another significant segment of the firm's tort practice. 
Banking & Finance: The firm represents various financial
institutions both in and out of state, maintaining a regular clientele
of the state's leading financial institutions. The firm's banking work
includes advice and counsel, transactional work, letters of credit,
regulatory guidance, drafting bank forms, litigation and loan
workouts.
Corporate: The firm's corporate practice covers a broad range,
including mergers and acquisitions, commercial finance, the
formation of and counsel to business entities, securities and capital
formation, and the drafting of commercial contracts. 
Tax: The firm has five lawyers who are experienced tax attorneys,
two of whom are also CPAs. In addition to providing tax counsel
and advice to businesses, individuals, and foundations, firm
members have also represented clients in tax disputes before the
IRS, the State Tax Commission and local public bodies. 
Wills, Trusts & Estates: Estate planning, wills, trusts and
probate are an integral part of the firm's practice.  
Public Utility Law: The firm has historically represented utilities
before the Public Service Commission, which regulates public
utilities in Mississippi. 
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Construction Law: The firm represents owners, architects,
engineers, contractors and sureties in construction disputes, project
development, and general business activities. 
Bankruptcy: The firm represents various lenders and other
creditors in workouts and in bankruptcy proceedings.
Labor & Employment: The firm possesses considerable
experience in representation of management in various employer-
related transactions and disputes, including, day to day employment
issues, litigation, collective bargaining and proceedings before the
federal and state regulatory bodies.
Environmental: The firm's environmental practice includes
representation of clients in litigation in both federal and state courts,
as well as before the Mississippi Department of Environmental
Quality, the EPA and other administrative agencies. Representation
includes the defense of toxic claims, environmental permitting and
compliance matters, and negotiating and drafting of environmental
related contract provisions.
Real Estate: The firm has a broad real estate practice with
extensive depth and expertise. The real estate practice includes
representation of local residential and commercial developers, and
involves new urbanism, multifamily, commercial developments and
tax credit financing in Mississippi and neighboring states. The firm
also serves as local counsel for numerous out of state lending
institutions.
Insurance: The firm has considerable experience in insurance
matters. Firm members posses experience in handling claims
involving fire, property, casualty, workers' compensation, fidelity and
surety, officers and directors, errors and omissions, as well as life,
health and accidental matters/insurance.
Government Entities: The firm has traditionally represented a
number of governmental bodies on various matters, including
municipal law, annexation, housing, and public finance. The firm
possesses expertise in tax and economic development incentives, and
has been involved in a variety of public/private projects.

CLIENTS

Watkins & Eager's client base includes banks and financial
institutions, manufacturers, oil and gas companies, pharmaceutical
companies, commercial real estate developers, healthcare providers,
investors, insurers, institutions of higher learning and government
agencies at the municipal, county, state, and federal levels.  



WATKINS & EAGER PLLC

Rankings in Chambers USA 2009

NATIONWIDE

“This firm is best recognized in the South, but it
has developed a national profile through success
in cases outside its home state of Mississippi”

PRODUCTS LIABILITY

Products Liability

Leading Firms

Band 4

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

This firm is best recognized in the South, but it has

developed a national profile through success in cases

outside its home state of Mississippi, representing Bayer,

Toyota and R.J. Reynolds in various matters. It undertakes

a range of cutting-edge work; for example, it defended a

client against claims that exposure to a certain product

increased the risk of developing autism. Will Goodman

“has a terrific courtroom presence and can really read a

situation.” He is a prime choice for pharmaceuticals

cases. 



MISSISSIPPI

“...high standards, tremendous value for money,
and intelligent, responsive lawyers who provide 
‘outstanding insight’”

LITIGATION

Litigation: General Commercial

Leading Firms

Band1 

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Litigation: General Commercial

Leading Individuals

Senior Statesmen

Goodman Jr William F Watkins & Eager PLLC

Band 1

Ulmer Michael Watkins & Eager PLLC

Band 2

Ayers David L Watkins & Eager PLLC

Stephenson III Paul H Watkins & Eager PLLC

Band 3

Goodman III William F Watkins & Eager PLLC

Ray William F Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

This successful, litigation-focused firm wins praise from

all quarters for its high standards, tremendous value for

money, and intelligent, responsive lawyers who provide 

"outstanding insight." Particularly commended are the

team's strong legal strategies, witness recruitment and

preparation, and superb connections. The team handles

products liability, class action, mass tort and business

matters, and represents manufacturers, consumer groups

and corporate industry clients. Michael Ulmer

continues to represent manufacturers of welding

products in complex litigation; he is singled out for his

performance in front of juries. For tort and products

liability litigation, David Ayers remains one of the best,

representing some major national manufacturers. "He is

brilliant, with an analytical mind and a great way with

judges and juries."  Paul Stephenson has substantial

trial experience in high-worth matters. He has been

representing a significant financial institution in

insurance-related litigation. Commercial litigator

William Ray is recognized for representing financial

institutions. He recently acted successfully for The

Bottrell Insurance Agency in the appeal of a

noncompete case, and has also represented brokers,

insurers and financial groups in regulatory and sales

practice proceedings. Highly respected adviser and

senior trial litigator William Goodman Jr has a niche

in pharmaceutical and products liability matters. He

worked alongside Stephenson on the insurance

litigation. William Goodman III has defended Bayer

CropScience and Bayer MaterialScience in class actions

involving allegations of product contamination. 



“These guys are the best to use”

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate

Leading Firms

Band1 

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Leading Individuals

Band 1

Gunn Paul Watkins & Eager PLLC

Smith III William C Watkins & Eager PLLC

Williams Jr M Binford Watkins & Eager PLLC

Williams Roger Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

“These guys are the best to use," whether for

low-income housing, leasing, construction and

negotiation issues or bonds, bankruptcy, contracts and

letter of credit financing. The group  "always considers

my best interests as a client," said one, and is able to

handle all aspects of real estate matters from start to

finish. The group has a niche in multifamily housing

and tax credit deals, and recently represented

developers on multimillion-dollar affordable housing

projects. New-urbanism and mixed-use projects also fall

within Watkins' remit, and lawyers have represented

lenders in lines of credit on significant transactions.

Active clients include The Park Companies, Regions

Bank, Delta Industries and Cress Realty Group. Top

lawyer  Paul Gunn is a favorite with clients for his

expertise in tax credit multifamily developments and

financing matters. "Always calm and consistent, he has

a phenomenal understanding of real estate as well as

corporate law, and has great business sense." William

Smith also has an excellent reputation and is

particularly well versed in large transactions. He is

known for representing developers in complex

mixed-use projects. Gathering recognition for his loan

work and impressive legal mind, Binford Williams is

"very much a 'can do' attorney." Roger Williams has a

growing real estate development practice and is

commended as "diligent, knowledgeable and

hard-working."



“...timeliness, knowledge in the field and
approachability”

CORPORATE/COMMERCIAL

Corporate/Commercial

Leading Firms

Band 2 

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Leading Individuals

Band 2

Fair George R Watkins & Eager PLLC

Houston II Jamie G Watkins & Eager PLLC

Corporate/Commercial: Bankruptcy

Leading Individuals

Fair George R Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Clients mention the "timeliness, knowledge in the field

and approachability" of this outfit, which is perhaps best

known for its litigation practice. Conducting a range of

bankruptcy, M&A and general corporate work for clients

in the financial, property and utilities industries, attorneys

represent high net worth individuals and investment

groups, as well as companies. Significant clients include

Britton & Koontz Bank, Murphy Oil USA, The Peble

Corporation and Caterpillar Financial Services.

Representing purchasers and other professional

organizations in banking, finance and general corporate

matters, George Fair is a responsive and experienced

adviser. As one client put it:  "He offers excellent advice

in a way that makes you feel like you're a true partner

with him." With his tax background and commercial

expertise, Jamie Houston represents buyers, sellers and

stockholders in sales and acquisitions. He provides advice

and negotiates in bond financing, LBOs, tax calculations

and asset management. 



“...long-standing practitioners who ‘know
traditional labor law inside-out’”

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT

Labor & Employment

Leading Firms

Band1 

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Leading Individuals

Band 2

Brand Walter J Watkins & Eager PLLC

Milam Kenneth E Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

This small, five-lawyer team punches above its weight

with a depth of experience and long-standing practitioners

who "know traditional labor law inside-out." The

negotiation of union contracts and defense of FLSA

actions are particular fortes of the team, which acts for an

impressive stable of clients, including Mississippi Baptist

Health Systems, King Industries and Mid-South

Industries. Equally adept in traditional labor law and

employment discrimination, Ken Milam is admired for

his "timeliness, availability and excellent working

relationships with members of the judiciary." He has been

defending an employer against the NLRB over the

withdrawal of recognition for one notable union, and has

become increasingly visible as a "first-rate mediator."

Walter Brand receives praise for his "astuteness, speed

and efficiency," as well as his great breadth of experience.

He recently won a state tort action for an alleged assault

in the workplace. 

ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES

Corporate/Commercial

Leading Firms

Band 2 

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Backed by the huge experience and reputation of Thomas

Crews, the energy practice at Watkins & Eager deals with

oil, gas and mineral title issues and litigation as well as

some regulatory and conservation work. Clients include

several companies that have been involved in disputes

relating to the production or marketing of materials; the

group also handles public utility work on behalf of a gas

distributor. Paul Stephenson is a litigator with a profile

in energy matters. 



Leaders’ Profiles in Mississippi

Ayers, David L

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

dayers@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Litigation: General Commercial

(Mississippi)

Practice Areas:  Extensive experience in general civil

litigation; emphasis on product and premises liability

defense, and commercial litigation.

Professional Memberships:  American College of Trial

Lawyers, Product Liability Advisory Counsel, Bar

Association of the Fifth Federal Circuit, Mississippi Bar.

Career:  Admitted to practice in all state and federal courts

in Mississippi, and the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Pro

hac vice admissions in Arkansas, Florida, Kentucky,

Louisiana, Oklahoma, South Carolina and Tennessee;

Best Lawyers in America (Personal Injury, Product

Liability Litigation); Mid-South Super Lawyers (Personal

Injury Defense: Products, General; General Litigation).

Personal:  Vanderbilt University (BA, 1980); University

of Mississippi (JD, 1983).

Brand, Walter J

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

wbrand@watkinseager.com

Recommended Labor & Employment (Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Employment litigation; ERISA; FLSA;

commercial, business litigation; alternative dispute

resolution.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar (Employment

Law Committee); Defense Research Institute (Joint

Monograph Sub-committee Chair (EPLI issues), 1999;

regional newsletter editor, 1999-present); American Inns

of Court, Charles Clark Chapter (Barrister), 1999-2001.

Career: Defense of employers in employment

discrimination, ERISA, FMLA, FLSA, ADA, workplace

harassment, wrongful termination, employment contract,

tort litigation; employer representation in restrictive

covenant litigation from both plaintiff and defense

perspectives; Best Lawyers in America (Labor and

Employment Law); M id-South Super Lawyers

(Employment litigation defense; Employment and Labor).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BBA, 1984; JD, cum

laude, 1987).

Fair, George R

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

gfair@watkinseager.com

R e c o m m e n d e d  i n  C o rp o ra te /C o m m e rc ia l

(Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Banking, corporate, commercial

transactions, public utilities, construction, fidelity and

surety, commercial litigation.

Professional Memberships: The Mississippi Bar;

Mississippi Bar Foundation; Hinds County Bar

Association; American Bar Association.

Career: Business and trial practice with Watkins & Eager

PLLC since 1974; Jackson Young Lawyers (President,

1982); Mississippi Bar (President-Elect, 2009-10); Best

Lawyers in America, 1983-2008 (Banking, Corporate);

Mid-South Super Lawyers (Banking, Business Litigation,

Business/Corporate).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BA, 1971; JD, 1973);

Board of Editors, Mississippi Law Journal.

Goodman III, William F

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

wgoodman@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Litigation: General Commercial

(Mississippi); Products Liability (National)

Practice Areas: Represents defendants in product liability

and commercial litigation; emphasis on pharmaceutical,

mass tort, toxic tort, and class action suits.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar; American Bar

Association; International Association of Defense

Counsel; Defense Research Institute.

Career: State, regional, and national co-ordinating and

trial counsel; admitted pro hac vice in nine states; Best

Lawyers in America (Mass Tort); Who’s Who in

International Product Liability Lawyers; Mid-South Super

Lawyers (Class Action/Mass Torts; Personal Injury

Defense: Products; Business Litigation); Guide to the

World's Leading Product Liability Lawyers, 2nd Edition

(2008).

Personal: Millsaps College (BA, cum laude, 1974);

University of Mississippi (JD, 1977).



Leaders’ Profiles in Mississippi

Goodman Jr, William F

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

goodmanjr@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Litigation: General Commercial

(Mississippi)

Practice Areas: General civil practice -emphasis in

commercial, banking, business litigation, appellate

practice.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar Foundation;

American College of Trial Lawyers (Fellow); American

Academy of Appellate Lawyers; American Inns of Court;

American Bar Foundation.

Career: Trial and appellate practice since 1953; Best

Lawyers in America 1983-2008 (Appellate, Banking,

Energy, Natural Resources, Oil and Gas Law;

Bet-the-Company, Commercial, Personal Injury

Litigation); Mid-South Super Lawyers (Appellate,

Business Litigation; Top 50 lawyers in Mississippi).

Personal: Millsaps College (BA, cum laude, 1949);

University of Mississippi (LLB, with distinction, 1951).

Gunn, Paul

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

pgunn@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Real Estate (Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Real estate, commercial finance and

lending, including affordable housing tax credit

developments, new urban and mixed use developments,

condominium, multi-family, retail and commercial

projects.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar (Real Property

Section Chairman); American College of Mortgage

Attorneys (Fellow); Tri-County Real Estate Association.

Career: Admitted to Mississippi Bar in 1983; Best

Lawyers in America (Real Estate Law); Mid-South Super

Lawyers (Real Estate; Securities and Corporate Finance);

Admitted in all Mississippi state and federal courts and

the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.

Personal: University of Mississippi (BBA, cum laude,

1980; JD, 1983); Phi Delta Phi.

Houston III, Jamie G

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson, 

601 965 1900

jhouston@watkinseager.com

R e c o m m e n d e d  i n  C o rp o ra te /C o m m e rc ia l

(Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Corporate and entities, commercial

finance, business planning, taxation, tax controversy,

estate planning, estate administration.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar; American Bar

Association; Hinds County Bar Association; American

Institute of Certified Public Accountants; Mississippi

Society of Certified Public Accountants; American

College of Trust and Estate Counsel; Mississippi Estate

Planning Council.

Career: Corporate, commercial, business, and estate

planning practice since 1979; Best Lawyers in America,

1997-2008 (Corporate, Tax, Trusts and Estates);

Mid-South Super Lawyers (Business/Corporate; Tax;

Estate Planning and Probate).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BA, 1974; JD 1976);

New York University (Master of Laws, 1978); Certified

Public Accountant (1979-present).

Milam, Kenneth E

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

kemilam@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Labor & Employment (Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Labor and employment; administrative

claims before EEOC, NLRB, and Department of Labor;

employment agreements; collective bargaining

negotiations; maintaining non-union status; management

training.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar; American Bar

Association; American College of Labor and Employment

Lawyers (Fellow); American Employment Law Council.

Career: Labor and employment law with emphasis in

defense of employers; Mississippi Economic Council

(Chairman, 1987-88); Best Lawyers in America (ADR;

Labor and Employment Law (over 10 years)); Mid-South

Super Lawyers (Employment and Labor; Alternative

Dispute Resolution).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BA, 1966; JD, 1969);

1st Lt, US Army (Vietnam Service); Harvard University

Mediation School (1994).



Leaders’ Profiles in Mississippi

Ray, William F

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

wray@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Litigation: General Commercial

(Mississippi) 

Practice Areas: Litigation -emphasis in commercial

l i t i g a t i o n ,  b a n k i n g / f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,

consumer/commercial credit disputes, securities litigation

and arbitration, life and disability insurance and ERISA

benefits litigation, insurance sales practices disputes,

non-competition/trade secrets litigation.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar; Defense

Research Institute (Vice-Chair, Chair of Commercial

Litigation Section; Vice-Chair of Law Institute); FINRA

(formerly NASD) Board of Arbitrators.

Career: General litigation and arbitration practice since

1986; frequent lecturer at local and national seminars;

Mid-South Super Lawyers (Business Litigation; Employee

Benefits/ERISA; Banking).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BA, cum laude,

1983; JD, cum laude, law review, 1986); Duke University

Mediator Certification Program (2002).

Smith III, William C

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

wsmith@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Real Estate (Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Commercial and residential real estate

including new urbanism development, multi-family

development, single family developments, condominium

law, mixed use developments, retail shopping centers,

office complexes, real estate finance, complex contracts,

zoning, environmental issues.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar; Hinds County

Bar Association.

Career: Admitted to practice in all Mississippi state and

federal courts, US Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit in 1988;

advises major regional and national developers regarding

financing, development issues, contracts and Public

Service Commission issues in both commercial and

residential areas; Best Lawyers in America (Land Use and

Zoning Law).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BA, 1985; JD, 1987).

Stephenson III, Paul H

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

pstephenson@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Litigation: General Commercial

(Mississippi)

Practice Areas: General civil practice -emphasis in

commercial, banking, business litigation (including class

actions), appellate practice.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar (Ethics

Committee); American Bar Association (Litigation

Section); Defense Research Institute; Bar Association of

the Fifth Federal Circuit; Hinds County Bar Association.

Career: Trial and appellate practice since 1977; Best

Lawyers in America (Commercial Litigation; Oil and Gas

Law); Mid-South Super Lawyers (Business Litigation;

Class Action/Mass Torts; Civil Litigation Defense).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BBA, with

distinction, 1974; JD, with Honors, 1977); Member,

Board of Editors, Mississippi Law Journal, 1975-76.

Ulmer, Michael

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

mulmer@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Litigation: General Commercial

(Mississippi)

Practice Areas: General, commercial, business, and

product liability litigation.

Professional Memberships: Mississippi Bar; Mississippi

Bar Foundation; American College of Trial Lawyers

(Fellow); American Board of Trial Advocates; Hinds

County Bar Association.

Career: Trial and appellate practice since 1976; Best

Lawyers in America (Mass Tort, Medical Malpractice,

Personal Injury Litigation); Mid-South Super Lawyers

(Personal Injury Defense: Products, General; Top 50

lawyers in Mississippi).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BBA, 1973; JD, with

Honors, 1976).



Leaders’ Profiles in Mississippi

Williams, Roger

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

rwilliams@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Real Estate (Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Commercial real estate development;

residential real estate development, including both

single-family and multi-family developments; commercial

lending concerning all manner of real estate development;

church finance.

Professional Memberships: The Mississippi Bar (Real

Estate and Business Law Sections); American Bar

Association (Real Property, Probate and Trust Section).

Career: Admitted to the Mississippi Bar, 1996; Advises

major regional developers regarding financing,

development issues and contracts in both commercial and

residential areas; Advises lenders in all areas of real estate

lending; Best Lawyers in America 2009 (Real Estate

Law).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BA, 1993; JD 1996).

Williams Jr, M Binford

Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson

601 965 1900

bwilliams@watkinseager.com

Recommended in Real Estate (Mississippi)

Practice Areas: Commercial lending; real estate

transactions; mergers and acquisitions.

Professional Memberships: The Mississippi Bar; National

Association of Bond Lawyers.

Career: Admitted to Mississippi Bar, 1986; Jackson

Young Lawyers (President, 1994); Mississippi

Outstanding Young Lawyer (1995); Best Lawyers in

America (Corporate Law, Project Finance Law; Real

Estate Law).

Personal: University of Mississippi (BBA, summa cum

laude, 1982; MBA, magna cum laude, 1983; JD, cum

laude, 1986); Member, Board of Editors, Mississippi Law

Journal (1985-86); James O Eastland Scholar.






